WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A network system, comprising: 

a target device connected to a communication network; 

a management device configured to provide the target device with 
communication parameters via a card having a circuit, the communication parameters 
allowing the target device to establish communications over the communication 
network, the management device including a first card drive in which the card stores 
communication parameters; and 

a second card drive, accessible by the target device, for reading the 
communication parameters stored in the card, the communication parameters 
providing the target device with network settings to communicate over the 
communication network. 

2. The network system of Claim 1, wherein the communication parameters 
include at least one of an internet protocol (IP) address, a subnet mask, a gateway address, a 
domain name system (DNS) address, and a router address. 

3. The network system of Claim 1, wherein the second card drive writes device 
information unique to the target device onto the card, and wherein the management device 
reads and stores the device information unique to the target device from the card via the first 
card drive. 

4. The network system of Claim 1, wherein the management device writes an 
address of the management device onto the card, and the target device uses the address to 
communicate with the management device after setting the communication parameters. 

5. The network system of Claim 4, wherein the target device, when 
communicating with the management device, transmits the device information unique to the 
target device to the management device, and wherein the management device stores the 
received device information unique to the target device. 

6. The network system of Claim 3, wherein the device information unique to the 
target device includes at least one of a media access control (MAC) address, a housing 
identifier of the target device, and a version number of hardware and firmware used in the 
target device. 

7. The network system of Claim 1, wherein the card is an integrated circuit card. 
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8. The network system of Claim 1, wherein the communication parameters 
include one or more components selected from the following: encryption information used 
for communications over the network, security information for identifying a user of the target 
device, and an address for transmitting a notification that the target device is abnormal 

9. The network system of Claim 1, wherein the target device writes end-of- 
setting information onto the card via the second card drive after the communication 
parameters have been set. 

10. The network system of Claim 3, wherein the management device writes end- 
of-storage information onto the card via the first card drive after storing the device 
information unique to the target device. 

1 1 . The network system of Claim 1 , wherein the target device comprises at least 
one of a hub, a router, and a switch. 

12. A method of performing an initial setting of communication parameters on at 
least one of a plurality of communications apparatuses, the communication parameters 
allowing the at least one communications apparatus to communicate over a network, the 
method comprising: 

allocating the communication parameters to the plurality of communications 
apparatuses; 

programming the communication parameters onto an information recordable 
medium at a management apparatus; 

reading the communication parameters from the information recordable 
medium at the plurality of communication apparatuses, wherein the plurality of 
communication apparatuses are located separate from the management apparatus, and 
wherein the plurality of communication apparatuses initially cannot access the 
network; and 

configuring the communication parameters in the plurality of communication 
apparatuses, thereby allowing the communication apparatuses to communicate over 
the network. 

13. The method of Claim 12, wherein storing the communication parameters 
includes encrypting the communication parameters and storing the encrypted parameters in 
the information recordable medium, and wherein the setting the communication parameters 
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includes decrypting the communication parameters so as to provide for reading of the 
communication parameters. 

14. The method of Claim 12, wherein setting the communication parameters is 
executed upon shipping a communications apparatus. 

15. A method of setting management parameters in a device, comprising: 
storing device information unique to a target device connected to a network in 

an information recordable medium, including a circuit, at the target device; and 

allowing a management device that manages the target device via the network 
to read data from the information recordable medium and store the read data including the 
information unique to the target device. 

16. A method of performing an initial setting of a plurality of communication 
parameters on a communications apparatus, the plurality of communication parameters 
allowing the communications apparatus to communicate over a network, the method 
comprising: 

determining the number of communications apparatuses connected to the 
network; 

programming at least one of the plurality of communication parameters in at 
least one of the communications apparatuses via an information recordable medium 
programmed with the plurality of communication parameters; 

creating a list comprising a plurality of pairs of communication apparatuses 
and a selected set of the plurality of communication parameters; and 

storing the list on the information recordable medium. 

17. The method of Claim 16, wherein the communication parameters include 
security information for identifying a user of the communications apparatus. 

18. The method of Claim 17, further comprising setting device information 
unique to the communications apparatus, wherein the list of pairs has device information 
unique to each communications apparatus included in the list of pairs. 

19. A program storage device that includes a program executing a method of 
performing an initial setting of communication parameters on a communications apparatus, 
the communication parameters allowing the communications apparatus to establish 
communications over a network, the method comprising: 
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determining the number of the communications apparatuses connected 
respectively to the network and a plurality of subnetworks; 

programming specific communication parameters from the program storage 
device in a specific communications apparatus; 

automatically setting the communication parameters corresponding to the 
communications apparatuses other than the specific communications apparatus; 

creating a list of pairs of communications apparatuses and the communication 
parameters set on the communication apparatuses; and 

storing the list of pairs on the program storage device. 

20. A communications apparatus connected to a network, comprising: 

an integrated circuit (IC) card drive for reading an IC card that stores 
communication parameters for allowing the communications apparatus to establish 
communications over the network, wherein the communication parameters are 
programmed on the IC card via a management apparatus separate from the 
communications apparatus; and 

a processor that sets the communication parameters stored in the IC card in 
the communication apparatus. 

21. A computer readable medium that includes a program executing the method 
comprising: 

reading data from an integrated circuit (IC) card that stores communication 
parameters for allowing a communications apparatus connected to a network to 
establish communications over the network, wherein the IC card is programmed with 
the communication parameters at a management apparatus separate from the 
communications apparatus; and 

setting the communication parameters read from the IC card in the 
communications apparatus. 

22. A system for setting initial communication parameters on a communications 
apparatus, wherein the communication parameters allow the communications apparatus to 
communicate over a network, comprising: 

means for allocating the communication parameters to a plurality of the 
communications apparatuses; 
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means for storing the communication parameters in an information recordable 
medium having a circuit at a first network device, wherein the first network device is 
separate from the communications apparatus; 

means for reading the communication parameters from the information 
recordable medium at the communications apparatus; and 

means for setting the communication parameters in the communications 
apparatus with the communication parameters read from the information recordable 
medium, thereby allowing the communications apparatus to communicate over a 
network. 

23. The system of Claim 22, wherein the communication parameters include at 
least one of encryption information, and security information for identifying a user. 

24. A target device, comprising: 

a drive configured to read data from an information recordable medium 
having a circuit, wherein the information recordable medium was programmed by a 
management device, separate from the target device, with communication parameters; 
and 

a communication port, operationally connected to the informational 
recordable medium drive, and configured to provide a communication path between 
the target device and a communication network, wherein the communication 
parameters configure the target device with network settings allowing the target 
device to communicate over the communications network via the communication 
port. 

25. The target device of Claim 24, wherein the drive stores device information 
unique to the target device in the information recordable medium, and wherein the 
management device reads the device information unique to the target device from the 
information recordable medium and stores the device information unique to the target device. 

26. The target device of Claim 25, wherein the device information unique to the 
target device includes at least one of a media access control (MAC) address, a housing 
identifier of the target device, and a version number of hardware and firmware used in the 
target device. 
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27. The target device of Claim 24, wherein the communication parameters 
programmed on the card are encrypted. 

28. The target device of Claim 24, wherein the information recordable medium is 
an integrated circuit card. 

29. The target device of Claim 24, wherein the communication parameters include 
at least one of an internet protocol (IP) address, a subnet mask, a gateway address, a domain 
name service (DNS) address, and a router address. 

30. The target device of Claim 24, wherein the management device programs an 
address of the management device on the information recordable medium along with the 
communications parameters, and the target device uses the address to communicate with the 
management device over the communication network after the communication parameters 
configure the target device. 

31. The target device of Claim 30, wherein the target device, while 
communicating with the management device, transmits device information unique to the 
target device to the management device. 

32. The target device of Claim 24, wherein the target device stores end-of-setting 
informatio^i in the information recordable medium. 

33. The target device of Claim 24, wherein the management device stores end-of- 
storage information in the information recordable medium after programming the 
communications parameters. 

34. A method of setting communication parameters in at least one target device 
for communicating over a communication network, the method comprising: 

reading communication parameters from an information recordable medium 
having a circuit, the information recordable medium being programmed with at least 
one communication parameter by a management device separate from the target 
device; and 

programming at least one parameter in the target device with the at least one 
communication parameter from the information recordable medium, thereby allowing 
the target device to communicate over the communication network. 

35. The method of Claim 34, wherein the information recordable medium is an 
integrated circuit card. 
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36. The method of Claim 34, wherein the at least one communication parameter is 
encrypted and wherein the method further comprises decrypting at least one communication 
parameter. 

37. The method of Claim 34, further comprising storing device information 
unique to the target device in the information recordable medium, reading the device 
information unique to the target device from the information recordable medium at the 
management device, and storing the device information unique to the target device in the 
management device. 

38. The method of Claim 37, wherein the device information unique to the target 
device includes at least one of a media access control (MAC) address, a housing identifier of 
the target device, and a version number of hardware and firmware used in the target device. 

39. The method of Claim 34, wherein the management device programs an 
address of the management device on the information recordable medium along with the 
communication parameters, the method further comprising communicating over the 
communication network to the management device using the address of the management 
device. 

40. A system for setting communication parameters in at least one target device 
for communicating over a communication network, the method comprising: 

means for reading communication parameters from an information recordable 
medium having a circuit, the information recordable medium being programmed with 
at least one communication parameter by a management device separate from the 
target device; and 

means for programming at least one parameter in the target device with the at 
least one communication parameter on the information recordable medium, thereby 
allowing the target device to communicate over the communication network. 

41. The system of Claim 40, wherein the at least one communication parameter is 
encrypted and wherein the system further comprises means for decrypting at least one 
communication parameter. 

42. The system of Claim 40, wherein the communication parameters include at 
least one of an internet protocol (IP) address, a subnet mask, a gateway address, a domain 
name service (DNS) address, and a router address. 
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